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Representative F. W. Hasting, of

Port Townsend, introduced a bill for

the establishment of a hatchery on the

Big Quilcene River in 1903. The bill passed and
was appropriated $5000, but the community heard
nothing more.

Edgar Albert Sims, of Port Townsend, ran a fish-
ing business between 1900 and 1906 and at one
point had the largest independent salmon can-
ning operation on the west coast. His first run
for state legislature in 1908 promised a hatchery
to the people of Quilcene. By 1909, it was offi-
cially announced that the Quilcene site would
get a new hatchery.

E.E. Boggess offered to donate the 10 acres
of land needed for the hatchery. To avoid
possible litigation, as there was a minor who
was an heir to the property, the federal gov-
ernment condemned the land and paid
$25.00 an acre.
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Built in 1911 In the 1930s the hatchery raised brook and cutthroat In the 1950s the hatchery was expanded to include Due to Vandal.ism, the hatch;r}{ started.locking the doors in 1981 .
at a cost of $16,700. to stock the waters of the Olympic and Mt. Rainier National Park lands. new raceways, troughs, buildings, and pipelines. In 2010, the main hatchery building received much needed restoration
Hatchery workers received $2.50 per day. During the Great Depression, Quilcene hatchery along with other Hood Ca- The term “National Fish Hatchery” was first used in a 1959 report. work, including new insulation, windows, doors, and foundation work.
In 1912, a mule team finished clearing the land. nal hatcheries donated 126,000 pounds of salmon to charity. The hatchery was again upgraded and expanded in the 1960s,
In 1915, traveling workers received $5.00 per day A son of a former hatchery manager mentioned that hobos would sleep un- with new employee housing, raceways, and a fish ladder. .
A meal in a local restaurant cost $0.35. der a nearby bridge and would chop wood to get pancakes for breakfast that Gover ment Official AHHOHMQ"

his mom made. Highway 101 was adjacent to the hatchery grounds.
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By the early 1960s, the trout program had grown to encompass
Port Townsend 6th grade class visiting the hatchery 2/3 of the hatchery production. Most of remote high lakes
were stocked using aircraft,
whereas in the 1950s it had been done by horse packs.
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